NORTHERN RECON GROUP

AFTER ACTION REPORT

CAMP GRIDLEY EVENT 19 – 23 OCTOBER 2011

This year the Camp Gridley Event was advertised for Military Vehicle Collectors LOOKING FOR SOME ACTION.  Based on the dozens of positive comments by participants, the event met or exceeded expectations with plenty of action, outstanding camaraderie and a lot of fun!  And the weather was, as Major Simpson exclaimed, PERFECT!

Additionally, and perhaps just as important, based on comments and enthusiasm, the event revitalized the Northern Recon Group members.  The focus of the members was to make this a great event, plan exciting future events and leave the past behind.  The NRG is in good health, energized and active, thank you very much!

STATISTICS [for those who like this stuff]:

Attendees/participants: 50 [approx]

Military vehicles throughout the event: 34

Tent sites: 12

R V sites: 8

Recognition Dinner reservations: 35

Living History Day spectators: 300 + [best estimate]

MOVE-IN AND SET UP CAMP Wednesday 19 October

Thanks to many hands it was quick work to set up the Command Post and several display tents. Some tents were complete with king size beds and electric heat.

OFF ROAD DRIVING EVENT Thursday 20 October

At the Clay Pits OHV Park Carl Barredo surprised everyone with the acceleration, speed [40 + mph] and agility of his British Scorpion tank.  Dozens of folks accepted Carl’s invitation to ride in the turret as he went flying over ruts, into mud holes, and water hazards.  The water spray and rooster tails made for an outstanding photo op.  Other members spent time driving their M V on the trails and hills.

At the Lake Oroville After Bay Boat Launch Don Darrough invited everyone to take a ride in his amphibious DUKW.  Anyone who doubted this rig could actually float and maneuver came to appreciate the tactical importance of this vehicle during WWII.

At the Clay Pits Public Firing Range the NRG firearm enthusiasts participated in a display of classic firearms.

Thanks to the use of military radio communications, the convoy effectively reformed late in the afternoon to return to camp.

At least one wild turkey was observed in the camp this evening…but no sheep show this year.

ROAD TRIP EVENT Friday 21 October

A reporter/cameraman from T V Channel 12 [cable 24] arrived to photograph our M V’s, interview Dave Palmerlee, capture the convoy leaving and then trailing the convoy.  This year the convoy followed less travelled roads through Oroville to the Oroville Dam Visitors Center/Overlook.  Participants appreciated the historical displays and significance of Oroville Dam and enjoyed a BYO lunch before returning to camp via a different route. 

LIVING HISTORY DAY Saturday 22 October  

This event was planned for, and open to, the general public.  NRG members exceeded expectations again explaining their outstanding static displays of historic vehicles, uniforms, engineer tools, chaplain kits [complete with an active duty Chaplain], tactical weapons and other items.  The public expressed appreciation and surprise that folks collected and restored these items.  Because of the age and service duty of many attendees, items from the Viet Nam War Era were of great interest, resulting in many ‘war stories’. 

The Awards and Recognition Dinner was excellent thanks to the planning and shopping skills of  Judy Wurm, Chuck Quimette and Donna Mambretti, with beef steak, a variety of salads and deserts prepared by the chef team, Rory Burke and Dave Palmerlee.

RECOGNITION AWARDS for 2011:

Largest Military Vehicle: Carl Barredo [5 ton tractor and flat bed trailer]

Armored Military Vehicle: Carl Barredo [British Scorpion tank]

Amphibious Military Vehicle: Don Darrough [DUKW]

1 ½ Ton Military Vehicle: Rory Burke [1942 GMC]

¼ Ton Military Vehicle: Floyd Jones [1942 Willys MB]

Smallest Military Vehicle: Dave Palmerlee [WWII Hand Cart]

Longest Distance Travelled On Trailer: George Schaefer [Couer d’Alene, ID]

Best Historic Display: Daniel _______________??

Oldest Military Vehicle: Chuck Quimette [1939 Shop Van]

Most Unusual or Rarest Military Vehicle: Jerry Mambretti [1941 Chevrolet Staff Car]

Most Military Vehicles Displayed: Gene Clarke Family

Hard Luck Award: Cary Simpson [transmission/clutch failure on Friday convoy]

Awards Committee Choice: Rory Burke [field erected Quonset Building]

Special Award: Carl Barredo & Ed Schommer [Viet Nam War Era display]

Special Award for Living History Day Display: Bill & Becky Campbell [chaplains unit]

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS for 2011:

Busted Knuckle for dozens of restorations, repairs and good advice to Chuck Quimette

Unselfish Contribution of time/talent administering the many Gridley Events to George Schaefer

